
POLICING IN LEIGHTON-LINSLADE 

COUNCIL MEETING 25 JANUARY 2021 

Suggested paper to accompany the Recommended Motion: 

1.1 A virtual meeting was held with the Chief Constable and other officers on 18 November 2020. Ten 

councillors attended along with Andrew Selous MP and Town Council officers. 

1.2 At Question-time, Mr Selous raised again his concerns at less than adequate night-time policing in 

Leighton Buzzard and Linslade, allied to sometimes poor response times.  He cited complaints 

made to him by licensed trade managers, and taxi-drivers, and other businesses.  

1.3 Mr Selous also commented that at the time the Police Station in Hockliffe Road was closed, 33 

Police officers were headquartered there. He argued that with overall growth in Police numbers 

an even greater number of Police should be based in the town.  He pointed out that Leighton-

Linslade was the biggest town in South-West Bedfordshire. 

1.4 Councillors raised again the concern that the cramped premise next to the Fire Station in Lake 

Street did not give sufficient space for a public enquiry point or a functioning Community Hub as 

Bedfordshire Police aspired to elsewhere.  They raised the absence of a visible Policing Plan for 

the town and the link between slow Police response times and the fact that officers often had to 

travel to the town from Luton or Dunstable.  A councillor said that the lack of Police presence was 

responsible for a drop in reported crime incidents. 

1.5 The Chief Constable said that he did not accept that staffing was not adequate or response times 

sub-standard. He said that the question was for him a simple choice of officers or buildings.  It was 

pointed out to him that the then-Bedfordshire Police Authority had succeeded in spending £1.3m 

refurbishing the Police Station in Hockliffe Road at the same time as increasing the Police budget 

by 60 officers. He replied that Policing had changed since then. 

1.6 Mr Selous has influence, strong first-hand experience of the problems, and good persuasion, as 

do Town Councillors.  The Chief Constable appears to be aware of the concerns expressed but is 

firmly set on his current strategy for policing the County.  He is presumably supported by the 

outgoing Police and Crime Commissioner. 

1.7 There is an unresolved question-mark for Andrew Selous about the correctness of annual 

Government Grants provided to Bedfordshire Police. 

1.8 A Town Council Deputation to the Minister of State for Policing & Fire Service and led by the MP 

would allow the Council and the MP to present a united front pressing for some modification of 

the current Policing Strategy as it affects Leighton-Linslade, and also Government review of the 

correct funding level.  If persuaded, the Minister and his civil servants ought to be well-placed to 

persuade the Chief Constable of the need to respond to the strong views being expressed by the 

Leighton Linslade community. 

1.9 The Deputation numbers would need to be limited because of the continuing pandemic rules.  It 

has been suggested that the deputation might include a measure of Central Beds Council 

participation, but that could detract from the focus on Leighton-Linslade as well as running 

counter to the pandemic group size issue.  

1.10 The Motion below formally proposes and sketches out the Deputation proposal and its main 

aims.  If the Council agrees this approach, Mr Selous has informally indicated his willingness to 

arrange and lead the Deputation with the aims drafted below and with the addition of the Grant 

funding question. 

1.11 The Motion also seeks the Council’s support for Mr Selous’ request for immediate increased 

night-time Police officer presence in the centre of town. 

1.12 The PCC’s Press Release of November 2016 is appended for information.  


